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TAGS: OEXC, MX 

SUBJECT: US-MEXICO CULTURAL COMMISSION MEETING 
REF: FON OFF NOTE OF 8 SEPT 75 ON THIS SUBJECT 

1. DEPT CONCERNED THAT DRAFT REPORT ON SECOND CULTURAL 
COMMISSION MEETING WHICH WAS ENCLOSED WITH REF NOTE CONTAINS 
REFERENCES TO A PROGRAM OF CULTURAL EXCHANGE FOR THE TWO- 
YEAR PERIOD 1976-77. DRAFT AGENDA ITEM FOUR PROPOSES DIS- 
CUSSION OF FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS TO EXECUTE PROGRAM. 

BOTH OF THESE MATTERS SUGGEST THAT GOM SEEKS OPERATIONAL 
ROLE FOR COMMISSION NOT ENVISAGED BY BILATERAL AGREEMENT, 
WHICH DESCRIBES COMMISSION S ACTIVITIES AS PRIMARILY 
ADVISORY. DEPT DOES NOT BELIEVE PARA 3 (F) OF 1972 AGREE- 
MENT SHOULD BE CONSTRUED AS GIVING COMMISSION AN OPERATIONAL 
ROLE. DEPT IS NOT PREPARED TO DISCUSS FINANCING OF FUTURE 
EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAMS WITH MEXICO, AND 
IS BARRED FROM COMMITMENT OF FUNDS NOT YET AUTHORIZED AND 
APPROPRIATED. IN THIS CONNECTION, EMBASSY SHOULD BE AWARE 
THAT PENULTIMATE PARAGRAPH OF 1949 CULTURAL BILATERAL IS 
STILL IN EFFECT. 

2. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO ASCERTAIN SIGNIFICANCE OF 
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MINISTRY OF DEPT'S VIEWS THAT COMMISSION CANNOT EFFECTIVE- 
LY CARRY OUT AN OPERATIONAL OR EXECUTIVE FUNCTION, WHILE 
BROAD PLANNING OR ADVISORY FUNCTIONS CONTINUE TO BE A 
VALUABLE ROLE FOR THE COMMISSION. EMBASSY ALSO SHOULD 
INFORM THE FOREIGN MINISTRY THAT THE DEPARTMENT PREFERS 
TO ELIMINATE ITEM 4(A) FROM MEXICAN DRAFT AGENDA. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENTS REQUESTED ON ANY OTHER ASPECTS OF 
DRAFT AGENDA AND DRAFT REPORT. KISSINGER 
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